
SABADELL HOUSING BLOCK EVICION ORDER:
146 PEOPLE COULD BE LEFT ON THE STREET!

We, the Sabadell Platform for Mortgage and Crisis-Affected People (PAHC) and the PAH’s 
Obra Social commission, want to alert you to the recent news we received a few days ago about 
the last housing block we liberated in Sabadell, Catalonia on 13 April, 2013, where 146 people 
currently live.

Both the public prosecutor and judge have unilaterally taken the decision to evict, in a 
precautionary and immediate manner, the 40-flat housing block liberated by PAHC Sabadell. 
They have left no option for appeal, and have made the decision without any request from the 
building’s owner, the SAREB – Spain’s “bad bank”, whose goal is to profit from selling off real 
estate from those banks rescued after the country’s real estate bubble burst. This decision has been 
transmitted to the Catalan autonomous police (Mossos d’esquadra), who can execute the eviction at 
any moment, putting in danger the homes of 146 people.

The decision of the magistrate, Inmaculada Vacas, at Sabadell’s court of first instance (fourth 
chamber) agrees with this precautionary eviction –previous to holding a trail– and provides no 
evaluation of the circumstances that have made her take this decision. The decision also completely  
contradicts the one she issued a year ago, when the building’s owner, the SAREB, requested an 
eviction.

On this past occasion, the judge chose not to evict the building, appealing to its social function as a 
limit to private property and stating that it was a priority to guarantee the housing needs of families  
over those of the SAREB, who would leave the building empty.

After this ruling the SAREB took no further steps and the eviction was stopped, awaiting a 
decision to be made after the trial. This is why we find the judge’s change in approach both 
incomprehensible and incoherent, as no circumstances have changed since her first decision and she 
has not provided an argument, or any option to appeal.

On the other hand, the public prosecutor, Mr. Ignacio Abinzano, also asks that every person accused 
in the process pays a fine of 2,250 euros or spends three months in prison as a replacement for 
the fine, in the case that they are not able to pay. Since most families have no income, there is a risk 
that many will be imprisioned. 

We therefore face a macro-eviction of 40 flats, where 88 adults live –6 of them pregnant– as 
well as 58 children. All of these families have been evicted in the past, and have found the only 
viable solution to access housing through PAHC Sabadell.

The situation furthermore becomes paradoxical because these families can be evicted again by 
request and agreement of the judicial administration, after having received no help from the 
administration to ensure their right to housing. Indeed Sabadell City Council has made public, in 
many occasions upon our request, that it has no resources to ensure this basic right to the population 
who needs it. 

Once again, the judiciary has launched a direct attack on people’s fundamental rights, taking a 
decision that can have very serious consequences for dozens of evicted families who would be 
evicted again and pushed into homelessness.



We thus understand that is a matter of urgency, of respect for human rights on behalf of the 
public authorities and of social responsibility from the administration to protect these families 
and to not permit them to face yet another eviction. 
This situation is a direct result of how governments organise the system at the service of an 
economy conditioned by financial markets, and are not responsible for ensuring the most basic 
needs of people, making them instead responsible for macroeconomic problems.

Given this reality, we demand that this eviction is not executed and that the public authorities  
guarantee the protection of the families at risk of being left on the street. If not, we will be obliged 
to turn to higher courts such as the Constitutional Court or the European Court of Human Rights.

We have started a support campaign for all organisations, collectives and entities who wish to join. 
Our daily struggle has shown that we can only deal with the constant attacks that we suffer from the 
judiciary, the political class and security forces in an organised and collective way. And we will  
continue to do so.

STOP THE SABADELL HOUSING BLOCK EVICTION! 
146 LIVES ARE AT STAKE! 

ENTITIES, ORGANISATIONS AND COLLECTIVES CAN SUPPORT US BY SIGNING 
HERE: 
aturemdesallotjamentobrasocialsbd.wordpress.com

CAMPAIGN VIDEO: 
http://youtu.be/ikk22j5zLiM

PAHC SABADELL WEBSITE:
www.afectatscrisisabadell.cat

PAH INTERNATIONAL (ENGLISH):
http://afectadosporlahipoteca.com/2014/04/03/pah-international-committee/


